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DATCP Issues Scope Statement for Premises Identification Administrative Rule 
By Jordan Lamb -- DeWitt Ross & Stevens 
 
The Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) has published a “scope statement” 
indicating that the Department will review Wisconsin Administrative Code § ATCP 17, which implements the 
Wisconsin livestock premises registration program.  Specifically, the Department, “may explore whether all livestock 
premises registrations, which are currently staggered, could simultaneously end during the same three-year period.”  
In addition, the rule, “may also explore whether to create an exemption to premises registration requirements for 
individuals with sincerely held religious beliefs against certain requirements of the livestock premises registration.”  
The Department must receive DATCP Board approval of this scope statement before commencing work on this 
rule revision.   
 
EPA Grants Additional Extension for Compliance with SPCC Rules for Farms 
By Jordan Lamb -- DeWitt Ross & Stevens 
 
The U.S. EPA has again extended the deadline for compliance with the oil Spill Prevention Control and 
Countermeasures or SPCC rule to May 10, 2013 for the owners or operators of farms.  The previous deadline for 
farm compliance was November 10, 2011. 
 
In 1973, EPA issued the Oil Pollution Prevention regulation to address the oil spill prevention provisions contained 
in the Clean Water Act of 1972. The regulation forms the basis of EPA's “oil spill prevention, control, and 
countermeasures” or SPCC, program, which seeks to prevent oil spills from certain aboveground and underground 
storage tanks.  In December 2008 and again in November 2009, EPA amended the SPCC rule to clarify 
requirements for farms.  In general, SPCC calls for farms to develop oil spill prevention plans based on oil and fuel 
storage capacity.  This latest action extends the deadline for farms to comply with that rule. 
 
Note, however, that this extension does not remove the regulatory requirement for owners or operators of farms in 
operation before August 16, 2002, to maintain and continue implementing an SPCC Plan in accordance with the 
SPCC regulations then in effect. Such farms continue to be required to maintain plans during the interim until the 
applicable compliance date for amending and implementing the amended Plans becomes effective. The amendment 
also does not relieve farms from the liability of any oil spills that occur. 
 
For more information about SPCC and this extension, go to the EPA’s website at 
http://www.epa.gov/osweroe1/content/spcc/spcc_extfarms.htm . 
 
 



Capitol Link Details 
 
The PDPW Capitol Link monthly e-newsletter is sponsored by DeWitt Ross & Stevens law firm. DeWitt Ross & 
Stevens is a Wisconsin law firm whose members are leaders in their areas of practice and in their communities. 
Founded in 1903, today there are more than 80 attorneys in their Madison and Milwaukee offices. Nominated by 
peers as top lawyers nationally and locally, DeWitt’s attorneys offer numerous services including strategic 
counseling, advocacy, collaboration, alternative dispute resolution, negotiation, mediation, lobbying, and litigation. 
 
This newsletter is a periodic publication produced by PDPW and DeWitt Ross & Stevens. The information 
provided in this newsletter is provided for educational and informational purposes only. PDPW does not attempt to 
influence legislation or administrative rules at any level. The contents of this newsletter are intended for general 
information purposes only and should not be construed as legal advice or legal opinion on any specific situation. 
You are urged to consult an attorney concerning your own situation and any legal questions you may have. 
 
Jordan Lamb is a partner at DeWitt Ross & Stevens’ Capitol Square office in Madison. Jordan’s law practice focuses 
on government relations and administrative law. She concentrates on legislative drafting, legislative research, and 
facilitating communication between clients and state government including administrative agencies and the State 
Legislature. Ms. Lamb also offers litigation support for administrative law issues. Jordan can be contacted at 608-
252-9358 or at jkl@dewittross.com. For more information about DeWitt Ross & Stevens, go to 
www.dewittross.com. 
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