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BOTTOM LINE
Sharing ideas, solutions, resources and experiences that help dairy producers succeed.

Dairying Duo,
herdsperson training,
is set for Nov. 11-12.

‘Top 10’ Tips For Managing Transition Cows
Dairy producers

understand that a cow’s
health and happiness go
hand-in-hand with her
productivity and, ultimately,
the dollars in their pocket.
That is why the transition
period, which is the time
frame from the start of the
dry period through the first
30 days after calving, is such
a vital time to monitor a
cow’s physical condition and
environment.

According to Chris Booth,
DVM, with the Kettle
Moraine Large Animal Clinic
located in Plymouth, during
the transition period cows
are most vulnerable to health
issues, thus the importance
of properly managing
through that time to head off
potential problems and
maximize milk production
during the lactation.

Booth offers his “Top 10”
tips for managing transition
cows.

1. Do not overcrowd your
transition cows. Transition
cows need plenty of room to

eat and rest. Booth says that
maximizing dry matter intake
is the key factor in preventing
metabolic diseases in post-
fresh cows. Therefore,
adequate space at the bunk
is important. He
recommends providing a
minimum of 30 inches of
bunk space per cow for pre-
and post-fresh cows. This
means stocking pens at no
more than 85 percent of
stalls in a four-row barn, he
says. Stalls need to be
designed large enough to
handle the increased size of
transition cows and provide
a surface that encourages
cows to lie down while
minimizing the risk of injury,
Booth says.

2. Develop a vaccination
program with your
veterinarian that provides
protection for the cow and
the newborn calf. In order
for vaccines to be most
effective, make sure that
attention is paid to vaccine

mixing and handling, routes
of administration and timing
of when the vaccines are
given during the transition
period, Booth explains. The
vaccine protocol is specific
to each individual farm’s
issues and type of facilities,
but many choose to protect
against respiratory diseases
and scours in calves, as well
as for mastitis and Salmonella.

3. Reduce the number of
pen moves for pre- and
post-fresh cows. Each time
a cow changes pens during
the transition period
represents a social challenge
that can affect her comfort
and feed intake. It is also
important to separate first-
calf heifers and mature cows
into different pens through
the transition if possible.

See Tips on page 2
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4. Monitor dry matter
intake of transition cows.
Decreased intakes in transition
cows indicate an increased risk
for metabolic disease and are
an early sign that the
transition program needs to be
fine-tuned. Many transition
rations contain long forage
particles and need to be
monitored for sorting so that
adjustments in mixing or
processing can be made as
needed, according to Booth.
Feed intake can be evaluated
by taking note of how much
feed is put out and the number
of transition cows being fed
and then monitoring how
much is left over at the next
feeding.

5. A thorough post-fresh
screening program is a
must. A high-quality screening
program goes far beyond
checking the temperature of
fresh cows and can be used to
catch the onset of diseases
such as ketosis, metritis and
displaced abomasum. A full
exam should be conducted 10
to 14 days after calving and
includes assessment of
appetite, attitude, rumen fill,
milk production, udder fill and
uterine discharge or tone.
Cows needing treatment
should be assigned to specific
and consistent treatment
protocols. The program needs
to be completed in a timely
fashion to minimize lock-up
time for these high-risk cows.
These checks can be
completed by the
herdsperson.

“At our clinic, we train
people to identify sick cows. If
they are confused or don’t
know (what is wrong with the
cow), we will examine the
cow,” Booth notes.

6. Provide an excellent
environment for calving.
Deep-bedded, clean maternity
pens provide an excellent
environment for newborn
calves and reduce the risk of
slips and injuries for cows at
calving. Booth’s rule of thumb
is to provide 150 to 200 square
feet per cow. Any herdspeople
assisting with calving should
understand the importance of
good hygiene when assisting
deliveries and have a sound
understanding of the
techniques used to deliver
calves to reduce the risk of
unnecessary trauma or injury.

7. Develop a plan for
handling “special” cows.
This category includes cows at
higher risk of having
complications through the
transition. This group would
include cows with twins, thin
cows, fat cows, cows that were
dry an extended period of time
or cows with a lameness issue,
for example.

8. Don’t forget milk
quality. Reducing the risk for
mastitis in the next lactation
has a positive effect on milk
production.

“The dry period is the time
when you have the best
opportunity to treat cows that
are chronically infected with
mastitis in hopes that they will
recover for the next lactation,”
Booth states. A milk quality
plan should include a dry
treatment protocol and a
system for monitoring cows in
early lactation for evidence of
mastitis.

9. Utilize a records
monitoring system. It is
important to record data in
the various transition cow
areas and then to monitor the
results regularly to identify
possible areas for
improvement. Incidences of
ketosis and metritis should be

noted, along with the percent
of cows that leave the herd
due to culling or death in the
first 60 days after calving,
according to Booth. The
optimal percentage of cows
leaving the herd during that
time period is less than 6
percent. Goals should be set
and an action plan developed
to help move forward to
maximizing transition cow
performance.

10. Provide proper training
and resources for the people
working with transition
cows. The people responsible
for care of the transition cows
on any dairy are key
employees. Make sure to
provide continual training and
mentoring to help them
develop cow-side skills and
knowledge. It is just as
important to provide them
with the necessary facilities
and tools to make care of
transition cows a pleasant and
efficient experience for the
herdspeople and the cows.

By Peggy Dierickx
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There’s a lot of talk about dairy and agriculture these days… but
we want you to know the facts! Join us in supporting the many
hardworking and productive dairy, livestock and crop producers

throughout our area… and our nation.
They are helping to feed America and the world.

� Dairy products are among the safest foods you can eat and enjoy ~ from milk and yogurt, to
ice cream and more!

� Research indicates that dairy products contain CLA’s that have been shown to be effective
in the fight against certain types of cancer.

� Dairy products offer consumers many nutritional benefits for a strong and healthy body.
� Our consultants offer quality dairy/livestock nutrition, providing cows /livestock with the

essential nutrients needed for body maintenance and productivity.
� As a company, Renaissance stands behind their consultants, manufacturing quality products

that can make a difference on the farms they service; providing technical support through
our Help Desk staff of nutritionists and a veterinarian; staying up-to-date on nutritional and
farm management research; and helping producers to better manage their financial
concerns.

� Today’s farmer knows the importance of livestock comfort as a critical element that can
enhance an animal’s ability to stay healthy and produce to their genetic potential.

� In America, we spend about 10% of our income on food – some of the safest and most
nutritious food in the world… while other nations spend upwards of 25% of their income! We
want to preserve this national treasure.

� A healthy agricultural economy is the basis for a healthy national economy!

WE ARE COMMITTED TO THE
DAIRY/AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY

RENAISSANCE NUTRITION
1.800.346.3649

www.rennut.com

Renaissance… supporting agriculture today & tomorrow!



Dairy producers wanting to
improve their cow side
techniques and/or hone their
management skills can do so at
“Dairying Duo: Cows + People,”
a unique herdsperson training
set for Nov. 11 and 12 in
Arlington. Developed by the
Professional Dairy Producers of
Wisconsin, the first day of
training on Wednesday, Nov. 11,
will focus strictly on cow side
techniques while the second
day, Thursday, Nov. 12, will help
individuals discover the
manager within. Workshop
attendees can attend either
one-day workshop or pair the
two together for a complete
Dairying Duo.

The Nov. 11 Expert Cow Side
Care workshop encompasses five
hands-on labs, with workshop
participants dividing into small
groups and rotating through all
five labs.

Veterinarians Dr. Chris Booth
and Dr. Jeff Bleck, Kettle Moraine

Large Animal Clinic, will lead the
transition cow management lab
and explain how to avoid
transition challenges and
diagnose issues early. Working
side by side the veterinarian
trainers, small groups will
evaluate a pen of cows and gain
skills regarding cow comfort, pen
movements, vaccine handling
and knowing when to intervene
during calving. Participants will
also develop plans for
monitoring performance and
getting cows into the fast lane to
profitability.

Working on cows in holding
chutes with veterinarians Dr. Al
Martens and Dr. Ralph Stowell,
Waupun Vet Clinic, participants
will sharpen their cow side
techniques, including proper oral
drenching, cow side testing, IV
management, uterine drainage
and treatment. They’ll also fine
tune additional skills such as

See Herdsperson on page 7

Photo by Kelsi Hendrickson
Improving both cow and people skills is the focus of PDPW's upcom-
ing herdsperson training program, Nov. 11-12, in Arlington - "Dairying
Duo: Cows + People."

Cows, People Skills Focus of Herdsperson Training Workshops

4 PDPW - Dairy’s Bottom Line • October 2009 ST

Inspired by Nature - Perfected by Science

Consistent - Guaranteed globulin protein and nutrition levels in every dose

Biosecure - Reduced Johne’s transmission by 44%2

Convenient - Calves get high quality feed sooner after birth

Clean - 85% of maternal colostrum samples have high bacteria counts1

One dose of CONVERT in every ImmPower feeding

NorthernWisconsin
NorthStar Cooperative

800.631.3510
northstarcoopearative.com

SouthernWisconsin
East Central/Select Sires

800.288.7473
eastcentralselectsires.com

1McGuirk, S.M., 2003. 2 Pithua, P., S.M. Godden, SJ Wells, and J.J. Oakes, 2009. JAVMA 234: 1167-1176

NEWSo many reasons to try...



©2008 Paul Mueller Company 405

For more information, contact your nearest dealer listed below or call 1-800-MUELLER:

You want quality equipment cooling and storing your source of
income. Mueller® milk coolers set the world quality standard.
They’re known for their dependability and durability, so you can
count on years of trouble-free performance. They also provide low
operating costs, precise temperature control, and a wide range of standard features.
Mueller milk coolers protect your milk and your peace of mind.

• Highly polished Type 304 stainless steel construction provides
durability and cleanability in an attractive package.

• Double-wall construction and an inner liner with our exclusive,
patented Temp-Plate® heat transfer surface for maximum cooling
capacity and lower energy costs.

• Standard heavy-duty agitators.

• Available in 14 sizes from 500 to 8,000 gallons.

• Wall-mount or front tank-mount automatic washing system
provides precise, controlled cycles and chemical dispensing.

Sentry® III “OHF” Cooler.

DORCHESTER
Bob’s Dairy Supply

715-654-5252

JANESVILLE
Tri-County Dairy Supply

800-822-7662 or 800-501-9784

JUNEAU
Central Ag. Supply, Inc.

920-386-2611

LANCASTER
Fuller’s Milker Center

800-887-4634

OgDENSbURg
Modern Dairy Systems, LLC

866-335-2825

PLAIN
Ederer Dairy Equipment

608-546-3713

SPARTA
Preston Dairy Equip

608-269-3830

STEVENS POINT
Brilowski’s Dairy Supply Co.

715-342-0205

STRATFORD
Dairy Services, Inc.

715-687-8091 or 800-221-3947

UNION CENTER
Preston Sales & Service

608-462-8279



DUAL CHAMBER

The New Dual Chamber Cow Waterbed
totally cushions the cow as she goes
to the laying position.
The Dual Chamber Cow Waterbed
floats the cows pressure points
(Knees, Hocks, Udder) eliminating
swollen knees and hock abrasions.

• Waterbeds will not allow milk

& urine to settle in pockets.

• Are always dry & clean.

• Require very little bedding.

• Will not grow or harbor

bacteria.

• Users report lower

Somatic Cell level.

And Waterbeds Last & Last & Last & Last For Years!And Waterbeds Last & Last & Last & Last For Years!

U.S. Patent No. 6,935,273

MANURE & FEED ALLEY SCRAPERS

Rugged, Reliable Economical

• Deep Volume Design •

• Tube Design Frame •

• Foot Grip Prevents Slipping •

Available in

5 ,6, 7, 8, & 9ft widths

Manure Scrapers

• Rubber Scraper Blade •

• Rugged Construction •

• Sweeps Clean •

Alley Scrapers

Toll Free: 866-524-6575

Advanced Comfort Technology, Inc.

For A Local Dealer Contact

RequiRes VeRyLittLe Bedding!

Manure Scrapers
• Deep Volume Design •
• Tube Design Frame •

• Foot Grip Prevents Slipping •

Available in
5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 ft. widths



Continued from page 4
rectal exams, urine collection
and testing that can help detect
illnesses, save lives and work
more effectively with their
herd’s veterinarian.

During the udder health lab,
case histories of cows with
various types of mastitis will be
reviewed and participants will
develop treatment plans. Lead
by Dr. Pam Ruegg, University of
Wisconsin-Madison, this
session will also have
participants sharing what SOPs
work—and don’t work—on their
dairies.

The “Erase Gimpy Profits with
Locomotion Scoring” lab under
the direction of Floyd Sutton,
Great Lakes district manager for
Zinpro Corporation, will help
participants learn to identify
lameness early and to
accurately apply locomotion
scoring. Participants will
individually score cows and
compare their scores to the
trainer’s scores.

Hoof care specialist Karl
Burgi will lead the hands-on
hoof trimming lab where
workshop attendees will learn
how to solve daily lameness
problems and to identify and
care for common foot issues as
well as understand proper block
application and follow-up
treatments.

“Every lab will be extremely
hands-on,” states Eric Hillan, a
dairy producer from Ladysmith
and vice president of PDPW.
“Workshop attendees will work
side-by-side trainers, work with
live cows and get to try what
they learn.”

ManageMent Matters

Workshop
The Nov. 12 Management

Matters workshop, devoted to
the people aspect of the
business, will help participants
capitalize on their strengths
while leveraging their ability to
grow as a team leader or
manager. Leading the all-day
high-paced, high-energy training

are Dr. Buck Joseph, The School
of Business, UW-Madison, and
Dr. Chris Hinrichs, Executive
Education Department, UW-
Madison.

“This one-day training will
give you a clear understanding
of what makes people tick and
how to shape more productive
relationships—on the farm and
off the farm,” Hillan notes.
“You’ll leave this training
understanding others—and,
more importantly,
understanding yourself.”

Using engaging, interactive
techniques, Drs. Joseph and
Hinrichs will detail the four
major managerial/leadership
styles—directing, coaching,
participating and delegating—
as well as the variables that will
help managers know when and
what style to use. But
participants will do more than
hear about these styles. Their
primary and secondary
managerial styles will be
identified, and they’ll receive
feedback on these styles and be
made aware of where

improvement is needed.
“Like the cow side care

workshop, this workshop will be
very hands-on,” Hillan states. “At
the end of the day, workshop
participants will be equipped to
create high-performance, high-
morale work teams and they will
also have the skills to build and
sustain leader credibility and
know how to take a situational
approach to managerial
leadership.”

Registration for Wednesday’s
workshop is $175 for PDPW
members and $200 for non-
members, and registration for
Thursday’s workshop is $150 for
PDPW members and $175 for
non-members. Registration for
the complete package—both
workshops—is $250 for PDPW
members and $300 for non-
members. Individuals are asked
to pre-register by Monday, Nov. 2.

“While Wednesday’s workshop
is open to more than 40, the
Thursday workshop is limited to
the first 40 who sign up,” Hillan
concludes. “So register now and
reserve your place.”

Herdsperson
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B R A N D O N , W I

Toll Free: 877-948-9661
920-872-2520

Round Pits2:1 Slope Pit

www.pippingconcrete.com

OUR MANURE TANKS ARE:
• Guaranteed not to leak
• Engineered to exceed 50 years
• Storage as low as 3¢ per gallon
• Pumping and agitation equipment available
• Excavation available
• We are a family-owned business

This Weir Wall was installed to separate the
sand laden manure from the rest of the pit.



Sometimes, in the midst of
feeling overwhelmed, we can
forget what is important—and
how to
protect what
we love. The
following
story
illustrates
how one
family
appreciated
having risk
management tools in place.

The day started like any other
summer day on the family dairy.
Cows were being milked, calves
fed and preparations were
underway to chop hay. By mid
afternoon, the hot humid day
showed signs of threatening
weather. Before time to prepare, a
storm was present. Lightening,
heavy rain, wind and hail deluged
the farm.

In their haste to get the load of
hay in from the field, the 16-year-
old son of the owner became
caught between the chopper and
the wagon and injured his leg and
hip.

Driving a pickup pulling over-
sized equipment, the hired man
heard announcements on the
radio and was trying to get ahead
of the tornado reportedly heading
toward the farmstead. Just a mile
from the farm, he missed the
corner due to the darkness of the
storm and forced an oncoming
car into the ditch. While those in
the other vehicle had no serious
injuries, the hired man incurred
several internal injuries and
broken bones that would require
months of care and rehabilitation.

The storm’s heavy winds blew
down the dairy’s old heifer shed,
killing 15 animals. The shed also
fell on a planter housed in the
lean-to addition.

Just as quick as it came, the
storm passed leaving the tell tale
signs of destruction behind. A
survey of the damage showed
significant financial losses. The
family was thankful, however, that
there were no human fatalities,
that manure storage was not
breached and that risk
management tools were in place!

If this event happened on your
farm, do you have the risk
management tools in place so
unexpected events are not
catastrophic? And this brings
forth two important questions: 1)
How much is enough insurance?
And 2) Where is the line of having
adequate insurance vs. being
insurance poor? In summary,
there are no pat answers to either
question as answers to these
questions vary based on each
individual.

All areas of potential risk and a
proper risk management plan
should be discussed with a
trusted financial/risk
management advisor who is
knowledgeable and acts in the
best interest of their customers.
This financial/risk management
advisor should also be motivated
to sell more than product and
want to meet customer needs so
they, the customers, are more
successful and profitable.

Let’s examine a few areas of a
good risk management program
that could protect your family in
the above scenario.

1. It is essential to have a
crisis plan communicated to all
family members. What are the
contact numbers for the local
ambulance and fire departments?
Are the contact numbers written
down and accessible to
everyone?

See Risk on page 11

Risk Management -
Insuring Your Future

Roger Swigart
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Even Good Quality Silage Can Develop
Clostridia At Feedout

Clostridia, or butyric bacteria, contamination in silage is always a
source of financial loss either due to dry matter loss or health issues
of the cows. A recently published study (Borreani et al., Journal of
Applied Microbiol., 2009) shows that, even when the analysis of
fresh silage shows low clostridia count, the silage can become heav-
ily contaminated at feedout, due to aerobic instability, a phenomenon
that can easily go unnoticed as long as analysis are performed on
fresh silage.

Professor Giorgio Borreani, an expert in silage for many years, has
looked into aerobic spoilage and clostridia spore formation in more
detail and demonstrated that even a very clean and easily ensiled
silage such as corn or sorghum (high cut and rapid acidification
typically prevent contamination), could show clostridia contamina-
tion. In his study, corn silage analysis shows only a few hundred
clostridia spores per gram of fresh silage. But after air exposure, this
count skyrockets, with up to 5 million spores/g after a hundred hours
in lab conditions.

In an attempt to prevent aerobic spoilage and clostridia development,
the scientists tested two different microbial additives: a homofer-
mentative lactic bacteria (L. plantarum) and the anti-fungal bacteria
Lactobacillus buchneri 40788*. While L. plantarum has no effect
on aerobic spoilage (the development of yeast, mold and clostridia
after silo opening is similar to untreated silage), the silos that were

treated with L. buchneri 40788 were stable up to 300 hours after air
exposure: clostridia spores did not develop (see Graph 1).

Clostridia, responsible for butyric acid production in silage and milk,
are spore-forming bacteria : when the environment is unfavorable
to their development, they become inactive, resistant spores, waiting
for more favorable conditions to multiply. In the case of corn silage,
the bacteria already present on the forage rapidly enter an inactive
phase due to the rapid acidification of the silage and do not have
time to multiply in the silo, hence a very low level of contamination

and the absence of butyric acid. At the time of feedout, the fermen-
tation process is reactivated by the presence of oxygen: first yeast,
and then mold thrive and grow in the presence of oxygen and the
silo temperature rises up to 45°C. As a result, the pH rises (aerobic
microorganisms consume lactic acid). In a non acidic environment,
clostridia start to develop. The anti-fungal activity of L. buchneri
NCIMB 40788 prevents these fermentations and stabilizes the pH
under 5 units for more than 300 hours (see Graph 2).

In this case, clostridia remain inactive in the silage at feed out.
Consequently, forage dry matter and nutritional quality are preserved
and the risk of clostridia contamination in milk is prevented.

* L. buchneri 40788 is present in Biotal® Buchneri 500 and Biotal®
Buchneri 40788 Forage Inoculants in the US, Canada and Mexico.
For a free silage management handbook, visit
www.QualitySilage.com. For more information, visit
www.biotal.com or call 800-692-4700.

Biotal, Buchneri and Levucell are registered trademarks of Lallemand.

Lactobacillus buchneri
40788 Aids in

Aerobic Stability
A research trial evaluating the effectiveness of
Lactobacillus buchneri 40788 on fermentation and
aerobic stability was recently published in the
Journal of Dairy Science. Results show whole plant
corn stored in silos had decreased yeast and improved
aerobic stability when treated with Lactobacillus
buchneri 40788 versus Untreated Silage.

Samples of corn
silage were
taken from
farms in
W i s c o n s i n ,
Minnesota and
Pennsylvania
for the trial.
Analyses were
performed at the University of Delaware. Lactobacillus
buchneri was introduced in the US silage market in
2002. Since then, many studies have documented its
effects of increasing acetic acid and reducing the num-
ber of yeasts and molds, thus
improving aerobic stability. However, most of these
studies were conducted in laboratory-scale silos. The
objective of this study was to determine the effects of
inoculation of L. buchneri when applied to whole-plant
corn stored in farm silos.

The inoculants were products of Lallemand Animal
Nutrition and distributed by Vita-Plus Corporation.
For a full copy of the paper, refer to the Journal of
Dairy Science 92:1174-1176.

Graph 1

Graph 2

The Center for Veterinary Medicine of the
FDA has agreed to allow an important
functionality claim for live yeast applied
in ruminant feeding based on a research
dossier of more than 39 published trials
submitted by LallemandAnimal Nutrition.
The claim allowed is, “to aid in
maintaining cellulolytic bacteria popula-
tion in the rumen of animals fed greater
than 50% concentrate.”
This claim has been earned following the
submission of an extensive research
dossier including innovative data from
Levucell SC live rumen specific yeast and
its effect on fiber degrading bacteria.
Live yeast is increasingly used in animal
nutrition. One major reason in ruminant
feeding has been to elevate and stabilize
rumen pH and minimize the risk of acido-
sis. Maintaining an effective population of
cellulolytic bacteria is always a concern
and is related to this claim for live yeast.
Maintaining cellulolytic bacteria numbers
is essential: they are able to digest fiber
from the forages fed; they are important in
the production of volatile fatty acids, par-
ticularly those responsible for the produc-
tion of milk fat; and they help maintain a
balanced and healthy rumen
environment.

The fiber degradation benefits have a tan-
gible benefit for producers: a healthier
rumen environment, through improved
cellulolytic bacteria numbers, can improve
profitability to the dairy and beef producer.
It is LIVE yeast which positively affects
cellulolytic bacteria populations in the
rumen. Levucell SC, a live rumen specific
yeast, has been the object of extensive
screening and numerous publications
(>48). Live yeast have respiratory activity
and are the only form of yeast able to ac-
tively reduce oxygen levels in the rumen
(oxygen is toxic for cellulolytic bacteria);
live yeast are also able to reduce the risk of
acidosis by competing for specific sugars
in the rumen. Having a live cell yeast is
essential for these effects. Research on the
rumen microbial system as well as on
production performance demonstrates
benefits which are not limited to
acidosis: Levucell SC also enhances
fibrolytic population, fiber degradation,
and feed value of diets containing variable
amounts of fiber.
For more information, visit
www.rumen-health.com or
www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com.

Lactobacillus buchneri 40788 is the only strain reviewed by the FDA
“for increased aerobic stability of silage and high moisture corn stored
for not less than 60 days.”
This organism is available in: Biotal Buchneri 40788 and
Biotal Buchneri 500 forage inoculants.

FDAAllows Functionality Claim for
Live Yeast



If you asked youth who
attended past Youth Leadership
Derby weekends to describe the
event, their list would include
four key items: fun, highly
interesting tours, “sweet” hands-
on learning labs and workshops
and an unforgettable keynote
speaker. And this year’s Youth
Leadership Derby, developed by
the Professional Dairy Producers
of Wisconsin, should be no
different. This year’s Derby, which
will be at the Milton High
School, Milton, kicks off
Saturday, Nov. 7, around 10:30
a.m. and concludes at noon on
Sunday, Nov. 8.

“No boring lectures with this
event,” states Doug Knoepke, a
Durand dairy producer and
president of PDPW. “We
recognize that youth sit in a
classroom five days a week, so
this weekend event will take
youth to where the action is, as
well as engage them in hands-on

labs, competitions and one-of-a-
kind workshops.

“Youth who attend may return
home tired, but they will
definitely be glad that they
attended this event. The
concluding keynote by former
National FFA officer and Cornell
graduate student Barrett Keene
will have youth talking about his
message for days - and will help
them push toward success.”

Just before noon on Saturday,
Nov. 7, youth will load a bus for
three tours: NASCO, the 1,400-
cow Larson Acres Dairy and the
35-head Me-Do Meadow.
Evening Derby activities include
three attention-grabbing hands-
on labs and a “Got Milk?”
commercial created in small
groups.

After an all-night lock-in, a
hearty breakfast and a healthy
serving of fun will help youth
start their engines. The morning’s
three Winners Circle Workshops

will zero in on three topics:
bovine reproduction, tuning up
communication skills and
checking out a variety of careers
within the dairy industry.

“Youth undecided about what
career track to take will benefit
from this fun-filled weekend,”
Knoepke states. “And this won’t
be your typical ‘find yourself’
weekend as activities will be
highly interactive, engaging,
challenging and fun.”

The final item on the Youth
Leadership Derby agenda is
“Setting Your Sights on Victory
Lane,” the keynote address by
Barrett Keene, a former National
FFA officer and now a Cornell
graduate student.

“Barrett Keene’s concluding
keynote address will energize
youth as this guy has a passion
for life,” states Eric Hillan,
Ladysmith dairy producer and
vice president of PDPW. “Barrett
will have youth identifying with

him, laughing and learning along
the way.

“The only downside to Youth
Leadership Derby is that it is
limited to the first 100. I wish
every high school student - youth
from dairying families, as well as
for non-dairy and non-farm youth
- could attend and come to know
the opportunities available
within the dairy industry. This
industry isn’t your granddad’s
dairy industry.”

Youth Leadership Derby a Weekend of Fun, Exploration

"My first YLD was so
much fun that I

attended three years in
a row. I'm a dairy

science major today
because of it."

- Olivia Koszarek, Hartland
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MPB Builders Inc. are your total

dairy system contractors,

We will assist with your design

and building needs.



Continued from page 8
2. The most valuable assets

of any operation are the
owners and operators.
Protecting life and income-
producing ability can be obtained
through life and disability
insurance. Supplementing this is
long -term care insurance that
can assist with costs of long-term
rehabilitation and/or nursing
home costs. The proper level of
coverage for life and disability is
based on many factors. A “Needs
Analysis” can reveal an
appropriate level. Do you have
adequate life insurance to buy out
heirs of partners, provide for the
education of the children and
provide business continuity?

3. Personal property
insurance and crop insurance
are more widely utilized by most
farmers. An insurance specialist
you trust can recommend proper
levels of coverage for your
situation.

4. Utilizing a well-developed

marketing plan allow you to
manage the margins between
input costs and products to be
marketed. Depending on your
comfort level, these tools can be
incorporated in a risk
management plan as you consider
contracting inputs as well as
raised/grown products to ensure
a profitable margin.

5. Counter party risk—the risk
incurred in doing business with
suppliers and purchasers of your
products—can be reduced or
eliminated with good information
and proper contracts.

6. Proper business structure
and liability protection can help
protect your total assets in case
of accident or legal claims.

It is important for you to review
your risk management options
with a trusted financial advisor as
proper risk management through
appropriate levels of insurance
allows a crisis not
to be a
catastrophe.

By Roger Swigart

Risk
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ANIMART understands this and wants to give
you the tools to
• Reduce death loss
• Increase feed efficiency
• Raise healthy calves

Calves are theFuture

Learn how Bovamine can help build healthy calves.

Livestock Products & Services
800.255.1181 | animart.com

100 years in the
Agriculture Industry

For Feed Ingredients Nationwide:
800-776-3610 www.labudde.com

Nationwide Service for all your needs

Logistics
Warehousing

Corn Gluten Feed Malt
Sprouts

Oat Products
Cottonseed

FEED
FIBER

BEDDING
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See More Than Just Numbers
See The Data That Matters
To learn more about how AgSource’s innovative reports can
help your dairy call 1-800-236-0097.

Visit our website www.AgSource.com
to find out more about our reports!

AgSource DHI
Data that Matters

★ One of the Largest Inventories in the Midwest of
Bunker Covers, Silage Bags & Twine Products

★ ★ Our Prices Will NOT Be Beat!

• OXYGEN BARRIER FILM
• Over 17 Million Sq. Ft.

Sold Last Year
• SILAGE BAGS
• BALE WRAP

• 20"-30"
• 1 Mil.-1.2 Mil.-1.5 Mil.

• BALE NET WRAP
• White & Green

• BALER TWINE
• SILAGE BUNKER COVERS • 5 & 6 Mil.

• 24 Ft. - 66 Ft. Wide Rolls • 100 Ft. - 1,300 Ft. Long Rolls
• TIRE SIDEWALLS

Silage Plastic Sale

• We Deliver •
Looking for Dealers in Selected Areas

If You Haven't Tried Our Oxygen
Barrier Film, You Are Missing
A Feed Saving Opportunity

K.S.I. Supply Inc.
1-800-472-6422

Tire Sidewalls Available

For Immediate Delivery

“Your Milk Marketers . . .
and a whole lot more!”

Dairy Road, Brownsville, WI 53006-0067

Telephone: 1-800-250-9064

®

Mozzarella, Provolone,
Aged Provolone, Romano,
Parmesan, Ricotta,
Fresh Mozzarella and other

Fine Italian cheeses



Marshland Acres, Durand, was
one stop on this year’s Professional
Dairy Producers of Wisconsin
(PDPW) Calf and Heifer Facility
Tour. Marty and Mary Weiss are
Marshland’s owners, where they
and their son, Bronson, 28, custom
raise 4,000 heifers for a dozen dairy
producers.

Marty Weiss says his family
entered the custom heifer business
when it was in its infancy in
Wisconsin, 15 years ago.

“We had no idea what we were
even getting into,” Marty says. “We
started with our own heifers. It grew
to 400 and then 600 and 800. We
stayed around that 2,000 mark for
quite a few years, and now we’ve
doubled our size in the last year
and a half.”

But 4,000 heifers a year is by no
means the Weiss family’s ending
point. They’re adding 500 feet onto
their 1,350-foot-long barn. This
addition will allow them to expand
to approximately 5,000 heifers
raised per year.

Marshland Acres uses four types
of housing, depending on the ages

of the heifers. The youngest calves
stay on a bedded pack while the
next oldest are in an open lot with
self-cleaning bedded packs.

Heifers a bit older and larger are
in a section of a freestall building
that does not have dividers or neck
rails in the cattle resting area, even
though the stall areas are in place.
Weiss explains that this set-up lets
the animals grow accustomed to a
freestall environment without the
danger of becoming stuck or
injured.

The oldest heifers stay in
traditional freestalls.

“It works for us, and I think it
could for other people, too,” Marty
comments.

The Weiss family has earned a
reputation for raising heifers that
are extremely clean. In fact, the
word “spotless” has been used to
describe the heifers.

To that, Marty chuckles and says,
“Well, we’re kind of perfectionists.
We’ve got to have everything clean
all the time.”

Keeping everything clean all of
the time begins with scraping out
manure twice a day, every day. They
add fresh bedding every other day,

and they follow that routine
religiously, “even on Sunday,” Marty
adds.

The Weiss’, PDPW members for
15 years, offer their clients the
option of a tailor-made vaccination
program. While s a basic
vaccination program is standard
protocol, a customer can have
more vaccines administered, and
the Weiss family is happy to oblige.

By way of comparison, Marty
comments, “Everyone doesn’t go to
the same church.”

The Weiss’ have attended PDPW
business conferences and
educational seminars over the
years and appreciate the useful
information shared. Besides being
able to build their business network
through PDPW, Weiss’ point out
that they’ve learned from experts in
fields such as their own: custom
heifer raising.

“We’re really excited about what
we’re doing. Even though the
economics of dairying aren’t that
great right now, we’re having a
really good time doing this,” Marty
adds.

Weiss Family Has Years of Experience Custom Raising Heifers

Bronson and Marty Weiss
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Over 30 Years
proven

performance

The very best udder
treatment products
on the planet.
Made in USA

Call for a FREE no obligation SCC checkup

“Make the ordinary extraordinary”

GET YOUR SUPPLY • CALL TODAY

800-876-2500 or cell
920-650-1631

Seeking distributors in select locations
in USA & Canada

alphagenetics.org
staff@alphagenetics.org

Visa &
American Express

Accepted

Discover
& Mastercard

Accepted

Most
orders by
3pm CST
shipped
same day

Yes our Udder Program gets results in herd after herd.

UDDER
PROGRAM

“We use Dairy VitaPak and Uddersol. Three years ago we started dry treating with
Uddersol. I think it works much better than Quarter Master,and it helps produce better
colostrum, and we haven’t lost a calf in 3 years.”

“MUCH BETTER THAN QUARTER MASTER.”
- Mark Madsen, Oconto,WI

Call your senator(s) and congressman today at 1-877-851-6437 and insist that they support S-889 to help raise farm milk prices.

Higher Milk Quality = Greater Milk Income

SOMATIC
CELL

COUNT

POTENTIAL
MILK LOSS

(lb/Cow/Lactation)

SOMATIC
CELL

COUNT

POTENTIAL
MILK LOSS

(lb/Cow/Lactation)

0-50 0 ( Optimal ) 301 - 400 1100 (Danger Zone)

51-75 100 ( Excellent ) 401-500 1250

76-100 300 501-600 1350

101-125 450 601-749 1450

126-150 550 750-800 1550

151-175 650 801-1000 1650

176-200 750 (Very Good ) 1000-1300 1700 (Termination)

201-250 900 1301-1800 1900

251-300 1000 1801-2000 2050

A 200 cow
herd of

200 SCC loses
150,000 lbs.

milk!

Be
PrePared!

What Is sCC CostIng You?What Is sCC CostIng You?

Organic Herds
call for new

non-GMO
version of

Dairy VitaPak

A No Withholding All Natural System

If Over 100,000 SCC - Just Call
We’ll Help You Get There!



Upcoming PDPW-developed
Workshops, Events

• November 7-8, Youth Leadership Derby, Milton High
School, Milton, Wis.
Youth Leadership Derby gives on-farm and off-farm youth ages
15 to 18 the opportunity to explore careers in the dairy industry,
participate in hands-on workshops, tour dairies and
agribusinesses and enhance their leadership skills—all in a fun
environment.

• November 11-12, Herdsperson Training, “Dairying Duo,”
Arlington, Wis.
Dairying Duo will include a one-day “Expert Cow Side Care”
workshop on Wednesday, Nov. 11, and a one-day “Mid-
Management Matters” workshop on Thursday, Nov. 12. Workshop
attendees can attend just a one-day workshop or pair the two
together for a complete Dairying Duo.

• Dec. 8, 9 & 10, Calf Care Connection
Dec. 8 – Arlington, Wis.
Dec. 9 – Chilton, Wis.
Dec. 10 – Eau Claire, Wis.
Three one-day workshops designed for professional calf feeders,
dairy producers and heifer growers. The agenda for each
workshop includes four presentations, three hour-long learning
labs involving live calves and an expert panel where top-of-mind
questions can be asked. Presentations will cover calf
management styles, use of vaccines in dry cows and wet calves,
sanitation protocols that can help cut health costs and “Feeding
Your Calves, Starving Your Checkbook or Striking the Right
Balance.” Learning lab topics include delivering more live results,
advanced lifesaving procedures and what works and doesn’t
work regarding pasteurizers.

• Jan. 19-21, Managers Academy, Seattle, Wash.
Managers Academy, which draws individuals from across the
United States, includes two days of highly interactive
presentations, workshops and panels coupled with one day of
unique, insider-only tours of three Seattle-area businesses. This
MBA-level business training is extremely hands-on and ideal for
dairy producers, veterinarians and agribusiness professionals
whether they work independently or manage a team. The
ultimate goal is to build professional competencies and
confidence and to help individuals excel in today’s challenging
environment. Participants will head home having heard and
learned from their peers and experts and empowered to make
more effective short- and long-term decision for the viability and
advancement of their business.

• Jan. 20, Masterlink Microsoft Training, Appleton
This one-day computer training will provide valuable tips and
tricks to three key Microsoft programs: Excel, Word and Outlook.
This special class is limited to the first 20 and includes 60 days
of follow-up support.

To learn more about any of these events, please contact PDPW at 800-947-
7379 or check out the events online at www.pdpw.org.

Youth programs funded by the
Professional Dairy Producers
Foundation received a $25,000
grant from the Land O’Lakes
Foundation. The grant will help
Professional Dairy Producers of
Wisconsin run three signature
programs for the next generation
of dairy producers: Mentor
Program, Internship Program and
Youth Leadership Derby.

PDPW’s Mentor Program pairs
college students with producer-
members to share real world
experiences on dairy operations.

“It’s a great way to inspire and
guide the next generation of dairy
producers,” states Eric Hillan,
Rusk Rose Holsteins and chair of
PDPW’s Career Path Committee.

PDPW’s Internship Program
gives students an opportunity to
gain on-farm, professional
experience and “test-drive”
working within a dairy operation.

The Youth Leadership Derby,
now in its eighth year, is a fun,
hands-on weekend to generate
enthusiasm for careers in
production dairy among
teenagers. Derby presenters
highlight opportunities in
agriculture and encourage youth
to seek careers in our industry.

“The Derby is PDPW’s way of
painting a positive picture of

careers in our industry,” Hillan
says. “When the kids see others
like them who are interested in a
career in the dairy industry, they
begin to envision a bright future
for themselves.”

PDPW Executive Director Shelly
Mayer praised Land O’ Lakes for
its commitment to the next
generation of dairy producers.

“Land O’ Lakes is one of those
companies that has walked with
our PDPW members every step of
the way, helping us deliver quality
educational programs and lead
the success of the dairy industry,”
Mayer states.

“This grant to PDPF in particular
shows Land O’Lakes’
commitment to the future of our
industry. They know that our
industry is dependent on the
experiences and resources
available to our young people.”

Land O’Lakes Foundation
Executive Director Lydia Botham
said supporting organizations like
PDPW is a point of emphasis for
the Land O’Lakes Foundation and
aligns with its overall mission.

“Our main focus is improving
the lives of rural citizens, and
youth leadership is a critical part
of these on-going efforts,” Botham
said. “We are glad to support the
programs of the PDPW.”

Dairy Youth to Benefit From Land
O’ Lakes Grant to Foundation

A $25,000 grant from Land O’ Lakes Inc. to the Professional Dairy
Producers Foundation is giving Professional Dairy Producers of
Wisconsin youth programs a significant boost. From left to right: Greg
Gniffke and Ray Cherry with Land O’ Lakes with PDPW Board members
Loren Greenfield, JoAnn Maedke and Deb Reinhart.
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1-800-858-5974 www.nobull.net
Cattle - Goats - Sheep

• Castrate
• De-horn
• DoCktails
• treat
ProlaPses

‘The tails swell up less, because
it’s tighter. That alleviates
stress on the animals.’
GreG Palmquist, DVm, Wisconsin

S7701A Denzer Rd. • North Freedom, WI 53951
Office: (608) 544-5445 • Fax: (608) 544-9955 • Toll-Free: 1-877-261-0619

www.cookscountrysidetrucking.com

Let Us Spread It For You

Members of the Professional Nutrient Applicators Association
of Wisconsin, the Minnesota Custom Applicators Association,
Iowa Commercial Nutrient Applicators Association, PDPW &
DBA. Excellent working relationship with DATCP, DNR, and
UW-Extension personnel.

Products
& sErVIcEs

Husky Equipment
Sales & Service

• Manure Applications
• Truck-mounted Slinger Spreaders

(for sand & solids removal)
• Truck-mounted 4000 Gallon

Spreaders
• 4 Spreaders with Injectors
• 3 Semi tankers • Frac tank

• Rental Fill Carts, Props, Pumps
and Spreaders

• 60' Boom Truck Pump
• Drag Hose

• Pit Design Consultation

CCTCountryside Trucking
North Freedom, WI

608-544-5445
Custom Organic Nutrient Recyclers

Coo 's

Want to learn to formulate a dairy
ration instead of gettin’ sold one?
Go to www.kowconsulting.com or call:

Weaver Feeding & Management, LLC
Tom Weaver, CCA, Dairy Nutritionist and
Director of KOW Consulting Association
25800 Valley View Rd, Cuba City,WI 53807
Ph: 608-762-6948, fx 6949, mbl 608-574-0101
Ex. Council WAPAC (Wisc. Assoc. Pro. Ag. Consultants)

VALLEY
BUILDING SYSTEMS

1400 Rosehill Rd., Little Chute, WI 54140 (920) 766-0271
200 S. Wisconsin Ave., Stratford, WI 54484 (920) 766-0271

- Design/Build Contractor -
• FREESTALL BARNS-Wood or Steel framing • MILKING PARLORS
• VENTILATION SYSTEMS • CONCRETE - Flatwork, pits & walls
• BARN EQUIPMENT-freestalls, mattresses, waterers, headlocks & rubber mats.
• COMMERCIAL-Wood or Steel framing • MACHINE SHEDS
• POST FRAME CONSTRUCTION-Agricultural, Commercial, Suburban & Mini-storage
• SOLID CORE PRE-ENGINEERED BUILDINGS-Commercial & Suburban
• PANELIZED STEEL STRUCTURES-Pre-engineered, galvanized members for longevity
• CURTAINS-Manual, fully automatic & electronically controlled

Since 1912

Russ Kuehl (920) 583-3747
cell: (920) 960-1148

W2189 Hwy “Y” Lomira (Knowles) WI 53048
www.KnowlesProduce.com

“we rent & sell baggers”

KNOWLES PRODUCE & TRADING CO.

Hwy 151, Chilton, WI 53014

www.ddequipment.com

920-849-9304

West
of

Chilton

MANITOU’S
New Models

• MLT 634
• MLT 741
• MLT 940

* Call For Information *

New Features

www.ddequipment.com

920-849-9304

820 West Main P.O. Box 31 Chilton, WI 53014
920-849-9304 • FAX 920-849-9160 • E-mail ddequip2@tds.net

Penta TMR
Mixers
Call for Demo’s!

Low Profile w/flotation tires
All stainless steel conveyors

Tight turning walking tandems

240 cu. ft. to 1300 cu. ft.
single screw & twin screw

trailer & stationary

Marketplace



Know

Mycotoxins affect your business whether
you are a producer, nutritionist or
veterinarian. Understanding the impact of
mycotoxins helps protect animal health,
productivity and ultimately the bottom
line. The KnowMycotoxins.com website
brings you valuable information on this
growing problem in the feed industry.
KnowMycotoxins.com is the first website
to address the most frequently asked
questions and concerns of producers,
nutritionists and veterinarians.

Mycotoxins?

It's simple.
Alltech Knows Mycotoxins.

www.knowmycotoxins.com

For more information call (920) 386-9651
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